RALC News in 2015-16

RALC Celebrates 25 Years
This year marked 25 years of RALC
serving the Richardson/RISD community.
Celebrations included an International
Festival, honoring our students cultures,
and a Donor Appreciation Event.

HASR Volunteers of the Year
Ellen Boehmer, RALC volunteer ESL teacher, and Diane
Hodges, RALC office volunteer, were both honored as
Volunteers of the Year at
HASR’s Annual Volunteer of
the Year Luncheon.

2015-16 Annual Report

RALC Launches Updated Website
Thanks to pro bono work
by Brookhaven College
students, made possible
by Jericho Road, RALC’s
website received a facelift
and new features this
year, including student
information in three languages, online volunteer
sign-up and a volunteer
resources page.

RALC Tops 700 Students,
60 Classes
This year RALC set two new records,
enrolling 700+ adult English language
learners and conducting 60+ classes.
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“Learning English helped me get a
promotion at work.” - Roberto

2015-16 Expenses

Empowering Students. Enriching the Community.
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Sonia is now a U.S. citizen. Celedonio got a better job. Ana improved her
job skills. Yeleni was able to take on more responsibility at work. Dunia can
now talk to her children’s teachers in English. Sandra can now read books
to her children in English. These are just a few of the life-changing goals
RALC students achieved this year because of learning English.
English as a Second Language instruction has empowered these students,
and many others like to them, to reach their personal goals, enriching their
lives, the lives of their families and our community.
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NEW! Supplemental Classes

ESL for Adults
Immigrants traditionally have a low unemployment rate but many still live in poverty. Why?
Research shows that immigrants’ jobs are typically low-paying. To get better jobs, they need to
be able to read, write and speak English. In fact,
adults who aren’t English proficient make 2540% less than those in the same jobs.
RALC’s ESL for Adults program offers English
classes at ten levels, from beginning to advanced,
where students learn to read, write, speak and
understand English. Students also identify
personal goals. This past
year, 25% of goals were

87%

work-related, 39% self-improvement related,
23% children’s education-related and 12%
community-related. More than 85% of students
made progress towards their goals.
In its fourth year offering the ESL for Adults
program, RALC hosted 33 daytime and evening
classes with a
number of
students completing 3-4
consecutive
years of ESL
classes.

of students who completed their class passed their final assessment.

ESL for Parents
2015-16 ESL for Parents Schools:
Aikin Elementary
Bukhair Elementary
Dover Elementary
Forest Lane Academy
Forestridge Elementary
Hamilton Park Pacesetter Magnet
Heights Elementary
Mark Twain Elementary
Northlake Elementary
Northrich Elementary
O Henry Elementary
RISD Academy
Skyview Elementary
Springridge Elementary
Spring Valley Elementary
Stults Road Elementary
Terrace Elementary
Wallace Elementary
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All parents want to help their children do well in
school. But for parents who don’t speak English,
this can be quite a challenge. From understanding papers that come home from school to helping with homework to communicating with
teachers, a parent can feel helpless.
ESL for Parents saw a 54% increase in parent
enrollment this year - a record for the program.
In these classes, parents learned basic English
skills as well as English to help them in the
school environment and community. With this
knowledge, parents
feel better equipped
to engage in their
children’s education, which leads
to greater academic success for
their children.

parents enrolled in ESL for Parents classes this year.

Adults who are eager to learn English many
times have a specific reason they want to learn.
These reasons are brought to light through
surveys of students’ goals. To provide students
additional opportunity to work towards specific
goals, RALC began offering supplemental
classes this year, focused on top student goals.

A student in the Job Skills class shared, “(This
class) has helped me prepare my resume and
practice interviewing. Now I am ready to look
for a better job.”

Classes offered this year were Reading with
Children and Job Skills. Both were three-week
classes, offered on days/times that best fit
students’ schedules.

85%

of students said the Job Skills class would help them get a better job.

Conversation Classes
Speaking and understanding spoken English
can be the most difficult and stressful part of
learning the language. RALC continues to offer
drop-in English conversation classes throughout the
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year to students who want extra practice or those
who call mid-semester, wanting to start classes
right away. Focusing on a new topic each week,
these classes help students practice speaking
English in a comfortable setting.

weeks of conversation classes were offered this year.

Volunteers: The Heart of RALC
The work RALC does in our community isn’t
possible without its incredible volunteers.
Volunteer ESL teachers devoted almost 6,000
hours to teaching this year, working with more
than 700 students. Other volunteers mentored
new teachers, assisted at the RALC office,
helped plan and work at special events and
much more.
“Volunteers are the cornerstone to all that’s
accomplished at RALC,”
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said Katie Patterson, RALC’s executive director.
“They’re the heart of our organization.”

Volunteers were honored in April at RALC’s annual
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast.

community members were RALC volunteers this year.

