RALC News in 2018-19

RALC Receives Golden Heart
Award
The RISD Council of PTAs honored RALC
in May with the Golden Heart award.

LJT Family Foundation Recognizes Students

The award recognizes those who show the
heart of RISD. Receiving organizations
show “unprecedented and continuing
service that …
makes a positive
change in the lives
of RISD students.”

(Spring recipients)

(Fall recipients)

Leah Jane Taglienti was a longtime RALC volunteer and supporter.
Because she grew up traveling the world, she knew the importance
of being able to communicate in the country where you live.

Angela Gentz Retires
RALC’s program coordinator, Angela
Gentz, retired in June. During her fiveyear tenure, Angela made a significant
impact on RALC’s
mission of transforming
lives through development of numerous
programs including ESL
for Adults, ESL for
Parents and How to
Help Your Child.

Leah Jane passed away in 2018. Her family founded the LJT Family
Foundation in her memory so that she could continue to have a lasting,
transformational impact on the lives of many.
This past year, the LJT Family Foundation recognized six RALC
students, each with a $1,000 grant to be used to pursue education or
work goals. Recipients are featured in the photos above.

(Milca, featured on the front of this report, was one of the recipients.)
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“Learning English has changed my life.
It gave me the opportunity to find a career.”
- Milca

2018-19 Expenses
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Hiba is now a U.S. citizen. Dilma got a better job. Lisa can speak more with
customers at work. Gustavo got a raise. Cecilia became more involved at her
child’s school. Adoude can now talk to her children’s teachers in English. Miguel
can help his children with school work. Tuyet got her driver license. Ana became
more involved in her community. These are just a few of the life-changing goals
RALC students achieved this year because of learning English.
English as a Second Language instruction provided this past year by RALC has
empowered these students, and more than 800 like them, to reach their personal
goals, enriching their lives, the lives of their families and our community.
ralc.org

ESL for Adults
Immigrants are typically employed, but many
still live in poverty because they speak little to no
English. The vast majority of RALC students have a
household income of less than $31,000. To get
better jobs, they need to be able to read, write
and speak English. In fact, adults who aren’t
English proficient make 25-40% less than those
in the same jobs.
RALC’s ESL for Adults program offers English
classes at ten levels, beginning to advanced,
where students learn to read, write, speak and
understand English. Students attend classes,
offered in the day and at night, because they
realize they need to be

88%

Supplemental Classes
fluent in English to reach their personal goals
related to work, children’s education, civic
engagement or self-improvement.
This year, 16% of students achieved personal
goals and 71% made progress toward goals
identified at the start of classes.
In its seventh year, ESL for Adults served more
than 500 students.

ESL for Parents
preparation, teacher conferences and volunteering
at school. This allowed parents to better engage
in their children’s education, which research
shows, leads to greater academic success for
children.
Parents unable to attend daytime classes at their
children’s school were able to register for leveled
classes through the ESL for Adults program.

ESL for Parents, a program in its 11th year of
teaching English to RISD parents, implemented
a new format this year, providing free, drop-in
conversation classes at participating schools.
“This format change allowed parents to attend
classes as their schedules allowed,” said Angela
Gentz, RALC program coordinator.
Key to this new format was providing topics that
were relevant to parents
such as homework, test

116

To help all students with this goal, RALC began
offering a conversation class for beginners this
year, an idea of a volunteer teacher. Eighty-six
students were part of this new class, representing
13 languages and 22 countries.

parents engaged in an English class.

and build relationships with them. Most
continue into our leveled classes at the next
registration opportunity.”

“Students come to us throughout the year, eager
to learn English,” said Katie Patterson, executive
director. “These new classes allow us to immediately
start helping students

86

of students who completed their class passed their level.

All parents want to help their children do well in
school. But for parents who don’t speak English,
this can be quite a challenge. From understanding
papers that come home to helping with homework
to communicating with teachers, a parent can
feel helpless. With more than 10,000 RISD
students coming from a home where another
language is spoken, the need for ESL classes for
parents is great.

Being able to speak English is the most difficult
skill for most English language learners.

students were part of the new, beginner conversation class.

Student Outreach

Volunteer Support

Taking English classes, with work and family
obligations, is challenging. To support and encourage
students, RALC reaches out to them when they
miss class and helps them find alternative classes
when their schedule changes. Outreach also means
connecting with potential
students year-round.

Training and supporting volunteer ESL teachers
translates into more impactful student learning.
In addition to initial training, RALC provides
ongoing support and class visits, roundtables,
Teacher eNews, “how to” videos, volunteer mentors
and other helpful resources.

562

hours devoted to student
outreach and support.

920

hours devoted to volunteer
training and support.

Volunteers: The Heart of RALC
The work of RALC isn’t possible without almost
200 incredible volunteers. Volunteer teachers
devoted more than 6,600 hours to teaching this
year, working with more than 800 students.
Other volunteers mentored new teachers, assisted
in the RALC office, served as translators, helped
with special events and much more.
“Volunteers are the heart of RALC,” said Sara
Bramlett, volunteer
coordinator.

78%

of volunteer teachers have taught with RALC for more than one semester.

